
S
hopping and Selfridge’s are
inextricably intertwined.
Selfridge’s has been a Lon-
don landmark for over a

century. Its lavish opulence is leg-
endary, but it comes as something
of a surprise to find that it was
started by a Chicago-born man who
started working as a kid of 10 on
the shop floor of an early incarna-
tion of Macy’s.

The story of Harry Gordon Sel-
fridge and his fabulous store is
now the subject of a popular
British television series, which be-
gins today in South Africa.

Harry was the archetypal self-
made man, and his story is no less
interesting because he also mar-
ried an American heiress before
setting up store in London, and
died in poverty and disgrace as an
old man, having wasted his fortune
on “fast women and slow horses”. 

Not only was he the creator of
this shop, he designed shopping as
we now know it. Retail therapy was
unknown. It was Harry Gordon
Selfridge who persuaded women to
buy what they didn’t even know
they wanted. 

He was the man who coined the
phrase “The customer is always
right”. Until then groceries were
bought by those cooking the
dinner, and when you needed a
new dress, you got the dress-
maker to fit one for you.

Selfridge arrived from
America with an impossible
dream, to create a romance
out of retail, to seduce his
customer with myriad
choices, each one more
fantastic than the other.
He was a showman,
and his stage was the
shop floor. It speaks
of his success,
that not only is
the building
still standing,
but the store
has lost none of the magi-
cal ability to seduce its
shoppers. Those of his ri-

val, Frank Woolworth,
who aimed at the lower
end of the market, were
one of the casualties of
the recent financial
crash, leaving a gap-
ing hole on many an

English high street.
Set in the bustle

of the Edwardian
era, the first se-

ries of Mr Sel-

fridge traces Harry’s struggles to
change society’s way of thinking
about commerce.

The series is created by the
award-winning writer Andrew
Davies, best known for adaptations
such as the 2005 Pride and Prejudice
starring Colin Firth and a multiple
Emmy-winning Little Dorrit. 

He has taken his inspiration
from the factual biography by
Lindy Woodhead, Shopping, Seduc-

tion and Mr Selfridge. Artistic li-
cence sees a bevy of Harry’s show-
girls turned into one siren, gives a
charming French voice to the win-
dow dresser who turns Harry’s
ideas into street-stopping show-
cases and lures one into the world
of the shop girl who tries to escape
her unhappy past. 

From the marble-tiled shop to
seedy digs, this show is a micro-
cosm of the world.

It isn’t Downton Goes Shopping
though. An actress explains: “It’s a
true story about a man building his
empire, which happens to be set at
the last century, but the period is
more a backdrop, which is why it’s
a show that appeals to men as well.”

Be that as it may, women will be
enthralled by the glamour of the
period. Allowed to wander on the
north London set where the second
series is currently being shot, I was
astounded at the attention to detail
in all aspects of production. Admit-
tedly, the story has fashion and de-
sign at its core, but television shows
traditionally only care about what
the camera can see. Not here
though. I peeked in invoice books
on the counter tops, and found they
matched the labels on boxes tucked
away in the store rooms. Perfume
has been decanted to the correct
colour and only those bottles that
were on sale then will be found on
the counter. The large-scale shots
inside the store are clever trickery
doubling up the set, but changing
from Ladies Fashion on the fourth
floor to Perfumes on the ground
floor takes set-dressers up to five
days of painstaking work.

The design team were given ac-
cess to the store’s archival material
from the time. Many of the props
are original or exact copies. Lavish
fabrics conjure up the fashions of
the day with period hats and lace
showing the changing seasons and
years. If an original piece can’t be
sourced, then a copy is made, but
you can be sure that even down to
the colour in the perfume bottles, it
is all authentic.

As the curtain rises on the first
episode, it is still a decade before
the flamboyant Harry Gordon Self-
ridge would write his definitive
book, The Romance of Commerce,
but the love story had already 
begun. 

l Mr. Selfridge series 1 (9
episodes), from today at 9pm, BBC
Entertainment (channel 120 on
DStv)
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06.00 Siyakholwa 06.30 Bonisanani
07.00 Marvel Ultimate Spiderman
07.30 Ntunjambili 08.00 Furry Tales
08.15 Zenzele 08.30 Blom or Vaya
09.00 Mzansi Insider 10.00 Gospel Gold
11.00 iDentity 11.30 Chatroom 12.00 Big Up
12.30 The Big Break Legacy 13.30 Bar One
Manhunt 14.30 Know Your Club 15.00 Soccer:
Laduma. 17.30 Buzz About Gospel.

18.00 Sunday Live
18.30 Friends Like These
19.30 News
20.00 Boss’n Up (Film): Musical drama.A
grocery clerk named Cordé Christopher, a young
and magnetic man, is subject to keen female
interest. He becomes a protégé of Orange Juice,
an experienced pimp, after being informed of the
better and richer life he can lead if he becomes a
pimp. OJ cultivates Cordé’s ‘talent’ and
shares street knowledge with him,
including the Rules of the “Pimping”
Game.To some degree OJ treats Cordé
like a son.After achieving success
Cordé has to choose between the love
of his life, Chardonnay Allen, and his
successful career as a pimp. Starring
Snoop Dogg, Larry McCoy (2005).
22.00 Mythbusters
23.00 The After Party

06.00 Thabang Thabong 06.30 Hosanna
07.00 Morning Live 08.30 Life 24/7
09.00 Space, Ufo’s and Religious Traditions
10.00 True Jackson 10.30 Eastern Mosaic
11.30 Sunday Sadhana 11.45 Simcha
12.00 Sportsview 12.30 Thukuta
13.00 Women in Sports 13.30 Mooi Loop
14.30 TBA
15.30 7de Laan: Omnibus.

18.00 News: Afrikaans.
18.30 Fokus: Actuality programme.
19.00 Majakathata
19.30 News: Sotho/Setswana/Sepedi.
20.00 It’s Gospel Time
21.00 Stop Nonsense
22.00 In Plain Sight: A witness must enter the
program because of his twin brother.
23.00 Without A Trace: A man faking his

identity and posing as a college
student disappears and the team
must decipher his secrets in order to
find him (R).
00.00 SABC News International

06.00 Garbage Gallery 06.33 Jungle Junction
07.09 Creature Club 07.45 Young Justice
08.18 Made in SA 08.48 Play Network
09.00 Healing Quest 09.30 Rhema
10.00 Isidingo: Omnibus. 12.00 Top Billing
13.00 The Amazing Race 14.00 The Bold and the
Beautiful: Omnibus. 16.00 Exploring the Vine
16.30 Cape Town Jazz Festival
17.00 Top Gear USA.

18.00 Natural History BBC: Mountain Gorilla.
19.00 News
19.30 Nikita: Percy attempts to take over the
CIA,Alex goes rogue, and Michael finds himself
trapped inside Division, unable to Nikita, whose
life is in danger after helping Alex.
20.30 Wikileads - Secrets & Lies
21.30 Special Assignment
22.00 The Middle: Brick wants his
independence form being Frankie’s weekend
errand boy and pleads with her to let him stay
home alone (R).
22.25 Sports Wrap
22.30 What I Like About You: Omnibus.
23.30 Gossip Girl: (R).
00.30 Rhema: (R).
01.00 The Mentalist: (R).
02.00 China Beach: Omnibus.

07.00 Royal Pains 08.00 The Fixer
09.00 Ironside 10.00 Here Comes The Boom
(Film): Action comedy. Starring Kevin James, Salma
Hayek, Henry Winkler (2012). 11.45 Perception
12.30 Suits 13.15 Body of Proof
14.00 X-Factor USA
16.30 Two and a Half Men
17.00 Dream School
17.30 Idols SA.

19.00 Carte Blanche
20.30 Django Unchained (Film): Drama.With
the help of a German bounty hunter, a freed slave
sets out to rescue his wife from a brutal
Mississippi plantation owner. Starring Jamie
Foxx (pictured), Christoph Waltz (2012).
23.20 Strike Back: (R).
00.30 Fringe: (R).
01.50 The Philly Kid (Film): Action.A former
NCAA champion wrestler is paroled after 10 years
in prison. Now, to save a friend’s life, in a series of
cage fights he must agree to do the impossible.
Starring Wes Chatham, Devon sawa, Sarah Butler
(2012).
03.20 Moneyball (Film): Sport drama. Oakland
A’s general manager Billy Beane’s successful
attempt to put together a baseball club on a
budget by employing computer-generated
analysis to acquire new players. Starring Brad Pitt,
Robin Wright, Johan Hill (2011).

06.00 Gospel Programmes 08.00 Peppa Pig
08.05 Cool Catz 08.30 LazyTown 09.00
Penguins of Madagascar 09.30 Shiz Niz 10.00
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not 11.00 Cooking Gospel
11.30 UEFA Magazine 12.05 Makhwaya 12.35
China Faces and Places 13.05 The Close Up
13.35 AXN Action TV 14.00 Ozzie (Film): Family.
Starring Spencer Breslin, Joan Collins, Ralf Moeller
(2001). 16.00 Mary Mary 17.00 WWE Raw.

18.00 News
18.05 You Deserve It!
18.30 Rolling with Mandoza
19.00 News Prime Time
19.30 How I Met Your Mother
20.00 Quantum Of Solace (Film): Action. Bond
and “M” sniff a shadowy international network of
power and corruption reaping billions. Starring
Daniel Craig, Olga Kurylenko, Mathieu Amalric
(2008).
22.25 Turtle Beach (Film): Thriller drama.
Reporter Judith Wilkes leaves her husband and
two sons in Sydney and goes to Malaysia to cover
the story of the Vietnamese boat people. Starring
Greta Scacchi, Joan Chen, Jack Thompson,Art
Malik (1992).
00.15 The Mermaid Chair (Film): Romantic
drama about Jessie, a married woman who
returns to her coastal South Carolina hometown
to help her tormented mom.There, Jessie
undergoes a spiritual, artistic and erotic
awakening when she is tempted with a romance
with a Benedictine monk. Starring Kim Basinger,
Alex Carter, Bruce Greenwood (2006).
01.45 Pathfinder (Film): Adventure. Starring Karl
Urban, Clancy Brown, Moon Bloodgood (2007).
03.40 Ripley’s Believe It Or Not: (R).
04.35 The Planet’s Funniest Animals
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A new television series about the man who changed the way we shop opens on BBC
Entertainment today. Set in London in 1909, ‘Mr Selfridge’ seamlessly combines the
real life story of a self-made man with the glamour of the time, creating a colourful

array of fictional characters to entertain us on a Sunday night. NNNuuussshhhiiinnn   EEElllaaahhhiii went to
visit the set in London, where the second series is already being shot

Seduced by shopping

Members of the cast of Mr Selfridge… Gregory Fitoussi, Aisling Loftus, Katherine Kelly, Jeremy
Piven, also pictured right, Zoe Tapper, Frances O’Connor and Samuel West.


